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Continuing the College’s
growth in 2026

2025-26 ACAAI President identifies challenges and
opportunities facing ACAAIl in the coming year.

am honored to have been selected
to serve as the 2025-26 President
of the American College of

Allergy, Asthma & Immunology. It
is a pivotal time for medicine and
our specialty, with many changes,
challenges and opportunities, and I
look forward to leading us through
them in the coming year.

T'm also proud to be part of
a unique moment in allergy/
immunology leadership history. Black
women are leading the two national
allergy/immunology organizations — I
will be the 2025-26 ACAAI President,
and Dr. Carla M. Davis is currently
President of the American Academy
of Allergy, Asthma & Immunology.
This is a prime opportunity to lend
perspective to many aspects of
growing the allergy workforce and
continue to meet the diverse needs of
our members and patients.

One of the challenges and
opportunities currently facing allergy/
immunology is the need to draw more
physicians into our specialty. We

know our careers are rewarding, and
we must communicate the personal
and professional value of being an
allergist/immunologist. I support
the College’s efforts to approach this
challenge with unique programs.

The Pathways to Practice (P2P)
program, launched by outgoing
ACAAI President James M. Tracy,
DO, FACAAL is a valuable initiative
that will help address the growing
shortage of practicing allergists
in the United States. The program
supports the training of 16 allergy/
immunology fellows through grants
awarded annually. The first P2P
Fellows were recently named.

The College's SPARK Award
program was started in 2017 and
continues to thrive. The goal is
to ignite an interest in medical
residents to consider a career in
allergy/immunology by providing
scholarships to the ACAAT Annual
Scientific Meeting. Each year, about 20
SPARK award recipients are mentored
by allergy Fellows-in-Training and

"Collaboration is key. Working
together - either among
College members or with
organizational partnerships - is
vital to move our goals forward."

— Cherie Zachary, MD, ABA

SRR Incoming ACAAI President

Cherie Y. Zachary MD, FACAAI
2025-26 ACAAI president

interact with training directors and
other allergists. One facet of the
SPARK Award program is to reach out
to historically Black medical colleges
and universities to ignite the interest of
Black medical students in our specialty.

Collaboration is key. Working
together - either among College
members or with organizational
partnerships - is vital to move our
goals forward.

The Community and Academic
Partnership in Education (CA’PER),
introduced by 2023-24 College
President Gailen D. Marshall, Jr.,

MD, FACAAL, brings academic and
community allergists together to
conduct practice-based translational
research. The first grantees were
selected last spring, and we look
forward to hearing about their research.

The Community Allergists
Partnership in Education (CAPE)
program, initiated by 2022-23 College
President Kathleen R. May, MD,
FACAAL is a partnership between
community allergists and academia
for opportunities for medical students,

see INCOMING, page 9
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Don't forget to
download the
Annual Meeting

app

Get your schedule,
session information, Exhibit
Hall map and more.

Downloading the
Annual Meeting
app will give you
convenient access to
everything related
to the meeting.
You'll be able to

see the meeting

schedule, find your

way around the convention center,
search for specific speakers and
exhibitors, and more. Download
the app by searching for ACAAI in
the App Store or Google Play.

To log in, use the email address
you used to register for the
Annual Meeting. When you log
in, you’ll be able to create your own
meeting schedule and participate
in the Passport Contest.

With the app, you'll also be

able to:

 Browse sessions to find
locations, descriptions,
speakers and handouts

« Participate in a session’s
interactive polls or submit
questions to speakers.

« Get session handouts

 View a map of the Exhibit Hall

o Review ePosters

o Claim credits

« Receive important notifications
about events and room changes

« Donate to The Allergist’s
Foundation

o And more!

The mobile app is
sponsored by

Sanofi & ) -
Regeneron. £ )
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Podium to Practice®

BUILDING | Annual Scientific Meeting
BRIDGES FOR | November 12-16
THE FUTURE | PHOENIX, AZ

The College is accepting proposals for Educational Sessions and Hands-On Workshops
that echo the theme of the 2026 Annual Scientific Meeting, and:

* Reflect clinical innovation and cutting-edge research
* Convey best practices

* Present evidence-based medicine

* Stimulate discussion and challenge mindsets

Deadline for submission is: January 10, 2026
college.acaai.org/26proposals
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Honoring excellence in allergy and immunology

The College is pleased to announce
the recipients of our 2025 awards.
The ACAAI recognizes the following
members for their contributions to the
College and the allergy/immunology
specialty.

Gold Headed Cane Award
Richard Weber, MD, of Denver, CO, is
the recipient of the 2025 Gold Headed
Cane Award, given to a College Fellow
who has demonstrated the highest

standards of scientific excellence and

integrity. The award was presented

at Saturday’s Opening Announcements.
Honorees of other College awards will be recognized at the

Annual Business Meeting at 4:45 pm on Sunday, Nov. 9, in

Tangerine Salons 1 and 2.

Distinguished Fellow Awards

This year’s Distinguished Fellow Awards are presented to James
T. Li, MD, PhD, FACAAI, of Rochester, MN, and Stephen A.
Tilles, MD, FACAALI, of Seattle, WA. This award recognizes
outstanding contributions and commitment in the United
States or Canada on behalf of the specialty of allergy.

International Distinguished Fellow
Award

The recipient of this year’s International
Distinguished Fellow Award is Mdrio
Morais-Almeida, MD, of Lisbon,
Portugal. This award is given in

recognition of outstanding contributions and
commitment on behalf of allergy in the recipient’s respective
country.

Distinguished Service Awards

This year’s Distinguished Service Awards are presented to
James M. Quinn, MD, FACAALI, of San Antonio, TX, M.

Razi Rafeeq, MD, FACAALI of Ann Arbor, MI, and Jennifer
Pfeifer, MBA, CMPE, of Arlington Heights, IL. This award is
in recognition of tireless efforts, dedication and enthusiasm on
behalf of the College.

Woman in Allergy Award

The recipient of this year’s Woman in
Allergy Award is Anne K. Ellis, MD,
FACAALI of Ontario, Canada. This
annual award honors an individual
who has advanced the role of women in
medicine or made a significant contribution
to the specialty.

Clemens von Pirquet Awards

This year’s Clemens von Pirquet Awards are presented to:

o First place | Hanna Knihtila MD, PhD, MD, of Stanford,
CA

o Second place | Thanaporn Ratchataswan, MD, of Nashville,
TN

o Third place | Catherine Ye, MD, of New York, NY

These awards are presented to three Fellows-in-Training each

year for their outstanding abstracts.

Executive Medical Director Award
The College honors ACAAI Annual
Meeting Senior Manager Maureen
Knight, of Arlington Heights, IL.

This award recognizes her effective
management of the Annual Meeting
program each year.

Annals Distinguished Author Awards

Annals of Allergy, Asthma & Immunology recognizes Charlotte
Cunningham-Rundles, MD, PhD, of New York, NY, Stephen
Durham, MD, FRCP, of London, England, and Jonathan
Silverberg, MD, PhD, MPH, of Washington, DC, for their
contributions to the fields of allergy, asthma and immunology.

Education Council Award

This year’s Education Council Award
recipient is ACAAI Emeritus Fellow
Jerald Koepke, MD, of Highlands Ranch,
CO. This award honors an individual
who has made a demonstrable impact
on advancing training and professional
education in the field of allergy and
immunology. ®
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Unlock the value of
your Annual Meeting
registration

On Demand content offers an
opportunity to earn additional
CME credits after the meeting.

xtend your experience at the ACAAT 2025
E Annual Meeting long after the meeting

concludes with the College’s On Demand
Annual Meeting session recordings. As part of your
meeting registration, you can get an additional 50+
hours of content and the opportunity to earn CME
credits, all at no extra cost.

Our On Demand recordings will give you the
flexibility to catch up on anything you may have
missed or revisit specific sessions that piqued
your interest. From plenaries to symposia to
general sessions, all recorded content is available
for you to access whenever and wherever it's most
convenient.

50+ hours of cutting-edge content

With more than 50 hours of high-quality,
evidence-based allergy content, the On

Demand Library is packed with information

on the latest clinical advancements, emerging
therapies and best practices in patient care. Each
session’s Podium to Practice® takeaways provide
actionable knowledge that you can apply in your
daily practice.

A free perk with your meeting registration
On Demand Annual Meeting content is
completely free for all registered attendees. It’s a
fantastic way to extend the value of your meeting
registration. You'll be able to access to On
Demand content a few weeks after the meeting. ®

Apply for a
CA?PER grant
by Jan. 15, 2026

T he College's Community and Academic

Allergists Partnership in Education and

Research (CA’PER) program was initiated
to help academic and community allergists engage
in collaborative, clinical research. We will be
awarding another $100,000 in grant funding in
2026. Letters of Intent are due by January 15, 2026.
Visit college.acaai.org/CA2PER to learn more. ®

CollegeAdvantage

Sunday-Monday, November 9-10

Sunday and Monday highlights

All of the Annual Meeting sessions deliver valuable
information, but here are a few highlights from Sunday
and Monday.

Sunday, Nov. 9 Monday, Nov. 10

Plenary | Drug Allergies Demystified:
Practical Approaches for Accurate
Diagnosis and Management

8:00 - 9:30 am | Tangerine Salons 1 and 2
Experts explore practical approaches to diagnosing

Plenary | Joint Task Force on Practice
Parameters Severe Asthma Update

8:00 - 9:30 am | Tangerine Salons 1 and 2

The severe asthma practice parameter is currently
being written. This session provides an update on
the latest data. and managing drug allergies, focusing on
challenges faced by both academic and community
7 for 11: Hot Topics in Pediatric A/l
10:00 - 11:30 am | Tangerine Salons 1 and 2
Each of the seven presenters will have only 11

allergists.

Immunotherapy in the Era of Biologics
9:45 - 11:00 am | Tangerine Salons 3 and 4
This session will address the benefits, risks,

minutes each to deliver insightful, targeted and
dynamic information on their assigned topics -
anaphylaxis, asthma, atopic dermatitis, biologics, advantages and shortcomings of simultaneously
food allergy and immunology. prescribing allergen immunotherapy and biologics
for atopic disease as relevant to outcomes in

Ask the Experis: Complexities in Food Allergy
Patients

3:00 - 4:30 pm | W232

Get expert information on therapeutic and

asthma and food allergy.

Inborn Errors of Immunity - Updates From the
Newest Parameter

11:15 - 12:30 pm | Tangerine Salons 1 and 2

The most up-to-date practice parameter for inborn

management considerations and strategies in
treating complex food allergy patients who have
concomitant allergic conditions. errors of immunity is nearing completion. Get
clinically relevant updates. ®

ACAAI Business Meeting

4:45 - 5:45 pm | Tangerine Salons 1 and 2
ACAALI President Dr. James Tracy and other

College leaders provide an update on the status of

the College. Celebrate our 2025 award recipients.

Plan to attend these can't-miss
events on Sunday:

ePosters - Meet the Authors

[ )
S¥ele  Non-CME Corporate Forums
(=)
3
Product Theaters
[ X ]
A 4 4


https://college.acaai.org/get-involved/ca2per_program/

AMERICAN COLLEGE OF
ALLERGY, ASTHMA & IMMUNOLOGY

ADVOCACY
COUNCIL

ADVOCATING FOR ALLERGISTS
AND THEIR PATIENTS

We've got
your pack.

We advocate
for you and your patients.

* For continued physician payment reform
* For your patients’ access to allergy care
* To lessen 95165 reimbursement issues

American

e To reduce prior authorization burdens ”o"‘O“.:. CO"egg

l..
e To address commercial insurance carrier issues e \(
of Allergy, Asthma
* To oppose cuts to NIH research grants & Immunoloayv
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View the Exhibit

Hall map and
listing online

ACAAI Resource Center ... ... 1213
Adherium . ... oo 123
ADMA Biologics. . ............. 310
Advanced Infusion Care . ... .. 1130
ALK oo 729
Allergists ForIsrael . ............ 121
Allergy & Asthma Network. . . . .. 240

Allergy & Asthma Proceedings . . 733

Allergy Partners .. ............ 1228
AllerVie Health ............... 728
Alfus Biologics . ............. .. 612
American Board of Allergy and

Immunology (ABAD. ........... 540
Amgen................ 1406/1307

Exhibitor Listing current as of October 1, 2025.
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Cogent Biosciences . . ......... 541
Astria Therapeutics .. .......... 338
coVita. ... 629
Auni ILIT™ Learning Network . . . . 238
CSLBehring .................. 518

Bel Air Pharmaceuticals. . .. ... 1514

BioCryst Pharmaceuticals, Inc. . . 501

Blueprint Medicines a Sanofi
Company. ..o 1319

Brevium................. ..., 1522

CuraScript SD by Evernorth ... . 15613

CVSSpecialty ................ 433
Cycle Pharmaceuticals .. ... .. 444
DBV Technologies . ............ 711

Food Allergy & Anaphylaxis
Connection Team (FAACT) . ... 1512

GC Biopharma USA ........... 640
Genentech ................. 1119
Grifols USA, LLC .. .......... ... 511
GSK. .o 1227
Healthshade, LLC ............ 1620
HollisterStier Allergy . ........... 311
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What’s new with the College? -

Become a member

Stop by the College Resource Center for the latest of ACAAI
information or to become a member.

Not a College member yet? Join more

efore the Exhibit Hall closes on Sunday When you're not attending a workshop than 6,000 of your colleagues. :
B afternoon, visit the College Resource Center ~ or symposium, visit the Exhibit Hall.
(Booth 1213) to learn about programs Hundreds of company representatives oin more than 6,000 allergists/immunologists and
and initiatives that support practicing allergists. are waiting to show you the latest J allied health clinicians who consider the American
Explore the benefits of your College membership. products and services for your practice College of Allergy, Asthma & Immunology (ACAAI)
If you're not an ACAAI member yet, stop by to and patient care. It’s also the place to their professional community for everything related to the
check out all that the College has to offer. review the latest research. The Exhibit specialty.
Hall is open 9:00 am - 1:30 pm on College membership offers unparalleled educational
College staff is on hand to show you the Sunday, Nov. 9. ® opportunities, practice management resources and action
following: on important advocacy issues — all provided in convenient,

« Tools and resources for practicing allergists

o What’s new on the College Learning
Connection, your online home for professional
development

« How to benefit from the Practice Management
Center, an invaluable online source for your
practice needs

« The important work of the Advocacy Council
and the Allergists’ Foundation

« Our patient education resources and campaigns

o A way to get directly involved in our advocacy
outreach

thoughtfully developed products, events and programs —
and offered in multiple formats to best suit your needs.
As a member, you can receive discounts on some of the
most sought-after clinical and educational resources: the
ACAAI Annual Scientific Meeting, Allergen Extract Mixer
Course, Board certification and recertification content,
USP compliance testing resources and more.
Join now and enjoy the benefits, opportunities and
connections with allergists/immunologists
all over the country and the world. Learn
more at college.acaai.org/join/. ®

[ GCHIE Visit us at booth 1226

THERAPEUTICS®

Seeking to redirect the
course of chronic diseases with

PINPOINT ACCURACY

Intellia helped put CRISPR/Cas9 gene editing
on the map. Now our proprietary platform is
late-stage clinical trials to assess its
tenti nge the patient journey with
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Continued from page 1

residents or fellowships to learn in real-
world clinical settings.

I can’t say enough about the
importance of advocacy for issues
affecting practicing allergists and
our patients. The ACAAI Advocacy
Council takes on issues at the local,
state and national levels. Members
of the Advocacy Council travel to
Washington, DC, every year to speak
directly to congressional members
and their staff. I've been a part of these
Strike Force visits, and our face-to-
face meetings are vital to bringing
attention to our priorities.

We also take part in the Allergy and
Asthma Network’s Day on Capitol Hill
to shine a light on important issues
to make care more affordable and
accessible to our patients. The ongoing
Payer Education Campaign is addressing
the alarming trend of insurance
companies implementing unreasonable
requirements for approving
immunotherapy for our patients.

Other important programs will
continue for our members and patient
care.

The annual Leadership Summit
is an opportunity for young aspiring
leaders to gain communication and
leadership skills to benefit them
personally and professionally. Quite a
few participants in the summit have
assumed meaningful roles in the College.

The College’s online Racial
Disparities and Health Equity Resource
Center features relevant information
and data to help health care professionals
reduce disparities in the quality of care
for allergy/immunology patients.

I'm looking forward to continuing
the programs and projects above and
finding new opportunities to advocate
for, educate, inspire and involve
College members in the next year. ®

College Advantage is produced for the
American College of Allergy, Asthma
& Immunology's Annual Scientific
Meeting by Ascend Media, LLC
(ascendmedia.com).

©2025 by the American College of
Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
85 W. Algonquin Road

Suite 550

Arlington Heights, IL 60005
847-427-1200

college.acaai.org

&) After you have read this
®» O issueof College Advantage,
- please share with a colleague
or deposit it in an approved paper
recycling bin.
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Engage in clinical
discussions

ne of the most popular benefits to your
O ACAAI membership is DocMatter. This
online forum is a virtual community
for high-quality, clinical and practice management
discussions. The College provides the DocMatter
online platform to the College’s active physician,
retired and Fellows-in-Training members; it is limited
exclusively to College members.
Recent allergy/immunology-related topics discussed
on DocMatter include penicillin allergy testing, food

Sunday-Monday, November 9-10

allergy, urticaria and patch testing.

DocMatter is the College’s secure forum to
discuss clinical and practice-related questions in
allergy/immunology with fellow ACAAI members.

College members can feel confident posting clinical

questions and topics and replying to DocMatter posts.

All posts are monitored and HIPAA compliant, providing

protection against liability for individuals and for the

College as an organization. Every College physician

member has an active DocMatter account, with a unique

username and password. If you have questions or need

assistance, please email our DocMatter representative

Shannon Doherty at sdoherty@docmatter.com. ®

College toolkits help you

unravel practice complexities.

@ PRACTICE
e MANAGEMENT

N () of the American College of
Allergy, Asthma & Immunology

Get solutions to your practice management problems at
college.acaai.org/pmc. Toolkits include:

e Allergen Extract Mixing
* Prior Authorization
* Coding

* Marketing and Patient Materials

’.;.‘
‘. 000~
L)

* Shared Decision-Making

* Appeals and Denials
* FIT and New Allergist
* Operational Efficiency

American

.’.’:'\( s, CLHGQQ
of Allergy, Asthma
& Immunology
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“ Meet your ACAAI 2025-26
candidates for election

The Nominating Committee has put forth seven individuals
to serve the next terms for College representatives.

During the 2025 Annual Business Meeting on Sunday, Nov. 9,
Cherie Zachary, MD, FACAA\, the current President-elect, will
become the College’s President. ACAAI Fellows will elect a
President-elect, Vice President and Treasurer for one-year terms.
They will also elect three Regents for three-year terms to succeed
Jeremy S. Katcher, MD, FACAAI, Travis A. Miller, MD, FACAAI, and

Meagan Shepherd, MD, FACAAI.

We believe the nominees proposed by the Nominating Council
embody the philosophy of their predecessors whose combined
efforts have made the College the success it is today.

President

Cherie Y. Zachary, MD,
FACAAI

Dr. Zachary is President-
elect of the ACAAI Board
of Regents and Chair of

the Licensure Committee of
the Minnesota Board of Medical

Practice. She retired from allergy/immunology
practice after 34 years in Eagan, MN.

“It is an honor to serve in the leadership of
ACAAI on behalf of the practicing allergist and our
patients. As President, I look forward to helping
shape the future of our specialty in support of our
members and the well-being of our patients”

President-elect
David R. Stukus, MD,
FACAAI

Dr. Stukus is Professor
of Clinical Pediatrics

in the Department of
Pediatrics at the Ohio State
University College of Medicine

in Columbus, OH; Director of the Food Allergy
Treatment Center in the Division of Allergy and
Immunology at Nationwide Children’s Hospital
in Columbus, OH; and Chair of the ACAAI
Education Council.

“ACAAT has always been a nimble and fast-
moving organization, which is necessary in dealing
with the many challenges we face in health care.
I'm proud to serve in leadership to help support
allergists/immunologists and our patients in any
way possible”

Vice President
Maureen M. Petersen,
MD, FACAAI

Dr. Petersen is Associate
Clinical Professor of the
Department of Pediatrics
in the Division of Pediatric
Allergy & Immunology
and Medical Director of Pediatric Allergy &
Immunology at UNC School of Medicine at the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

"I'm honored to help advance the College’s
mission for our specialty at such a pivotal time. By
supporting clinical excellence, fostering innovation
and mentoring the next generation, we ensure a
vibrant future for allergy and immunology. I look
forward to working alongside dedicated colleagues
to strengthen our community and elevate the care
we provide our patients”

Treasurer

Melinda Rathkopf, MD,
MBA, FACAAI

Dr. Rathkopf is Associate
Professor in the Department
of Pediatrics at Emory
University School of Medicine
in Atlanta, GA, and Medical Director of Allergy at
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta.

“I'm honored to be nominated as Treasurer of the
ACAAI Board of Regents. Building on the College’s
legacy of excellence, 'm committed to thoughtful
financial stewardship that supports innovation,
strengthens advocacy and advances our specialty.
Together, we can ensure a sustainable future that
empowers allergists/immunologists and enhances
the lives of those we serve. I look forward to this
opportunity”

Sunday-Monday, November 9-10

Regent

Christopher Chang, MD,
PhD, MBA, FACAAI

Dr. Chang is Division
Chief of Immunology,
Allergy and Pediatric

Rheumatology, and Medical
Director of Pediatric Research

at Joe DiMaggio Children’s Hospital in Hollywood,
FL; Allergy Immunology Fellowship Program
Director at Memorial Healthcare System in
Hollywood, Florida; and President-elect, Broward
County Medical Association in Fort Lauderdale,
FL.

“I am honored to have been nominated to the
ACAAI Board of Regents. I am excited for the
opportunity to work with the wonderful people
at the ACAALI to fulfill the organization’s mission
of championing patient care through clinical
endeavors, research and education. I look forward
to supporting the ACAAI membership in tackling
the challenges and exciting advances in our field”

Regent

Mitchell H. Grayson,
MD, FACAAI

Dr. Grayson is the
Grant Morrow, 111,
MD, Endowed Chair
in Pediatric Research,

Professor of Pediatrics

and Director of the Division of Allergy and
Immunology at Nationwide Children’s Hospital,
Ohio State University College of Medicine in
Columbus, OH. He is Editor-in-Chief of Annals of
Allergy, Asthma & Immunology.

“As the Editor-in-Chief of Annals, I have
continuously worked to enhance the practice of
allergy and clinical immunology for the benefit
of our patients. I am truly honored and delighted
to be nominated to the Board of Regents, where I
look forward to working with ACAAI leadership in
further advancing the mission of patient care and
education, research and advocacy”

Regent

Jay A. Lieberman, MD,
FACAAI

Dr. Lieberman is Professor
of Pediatrics and Program
Director of Allergy &

Immunology Fellowship
Program at the University of
Tennessee Health Science Center in Memphis, TN,
and a physician at Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital
in Memphis, TN.

“I am humbled and honored in being nominated
to be a part of the board. I have always found my
work with ACAATI to be rewarding and truly look
forward to continuing this work to help ACAAI
leadership serve and improve the practice of allergy
and the lives of our patients” ®
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