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In 2012, the American College of Allergy, Asthma & Immu-
nology (ACAAI) celebrated its 70th anniversary. As ACAAI histo-
rian, I was asked by the Board of Regents to continue writing the
history of the College, updating events that have occurred since
the first 50-year history of our organization from 1942-1992 was
documented as part of my presidential address at the 50th
annual meeting in Chicago, Illinois, in November 1992 and that
was subsequently published in the Annals.1 This publication
continues our ACAAI history in the making and includes a 20-
year follow-up of College events and achievements from 1992
to 2012.
50-Year Highlights of the History of the College (1942-1992)

The American College of Allergists was officially incorporated as
a legal entity on November 23, 1942, in Minneapolis, Minnesota.
The events that led to its establishment have a poetic and poignant
history. In 1942, the destiny of the practice of allergy in the United
States was being shaped by a number of powerful professional
forces and prominent national figures. The 2 major professional
allergy organizations prevalent at that time were the Western
Society for the Study of Asthma, Hayfever and Allergic Diseases,
commonly referred to as the Western Society, which was founded
in 1923, and the Society for the Study of Asthma and Allied Disor-
ders, commonly referred to as the Eastern Society, which was
founded in 1924. Amalgamation of these 2 national allergy societies
led to the formation of what was to become the American Academy
of Allergy on December 4, 1943, approximately 1 year after the
founding of the College.

One of the most prominent national figures in the field of
allergy during this period was Robert A. Cooke, MD, of New York
City, who was not only making significant scientific contributions
to the study of allergic diseases and establishing a premier
program for the training of allergists but also, with others,
shaping the policies for the certification of allergists in the United
States. Cooke held the view that certification of physicians should
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merican College of Allergy, Asthma &
occur only as a subspecialty of internal medicine under the
auspices of the new Board of Allergy, a subspecialty of the
American Board of Internal Medicine (ABIM). A grandfather
mechanism had been set in place, which allowed internists to be
certified by the ABIM if they held a faculty position at a Class A
medical school and if they had reached 40 years of age by July
1, 1937.

At this point, Frederick W. Wittich, MD, entered into the history
of the College. Dr Wittich was a 57-year-old internist-allergist
practicing in Minneapolis who held a clinical faculty position at
the University of Minnesota and who met all the Cooke qualifica-
tion criteria for certification. Owing to a technicality amounting to
a 1-day late submission of a membership application, however,
Dr Wittich set out on a divergent and unanticipated course and
founded the American College of Allergists.

Dr Wittich was no ordinary man, and although he was
responsible for the founding of the College, he never became its
president but was the driving force for many of the policies and
projects of the infant organization. Among his many contribu-
tions, he established the Annals of Allergy as the official publication
of the College and used it as a vehicle for communication of events
pertinent to allergists, as a forum for exchange of ideas, and for the
implementation of the goals of the College. The first president of
the College was Bernard J. Effron, MD (1942-1943), and although
no annual meeting was held during the first year (1942) because
the country was at war, business was conducted by the Board of
Regents.

The first issue of the Annals of Allergy contained a lead editor-
ial written by Wittich entitled "Why A College?”2 The following
overall goals of the College set forth in the original Charter were
enumerated:

� The establishment of an organization of qualified medical men
and scientists of good standing who shall meet from time to time
for the purpose of promoting and advancing the study, research
and clinical knowledge of allergy as it applies to the various
specialties in medicine

� To maintain and advance the highest possible standards among
those engaged in the practice of allergy
Immunology. Published by Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.
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� To perpetuate the best traditions of medicine and medical
ethics; to establish standards for the qualification, and
procedure for the certification of men engaged in the specialty of
allergy

� To maintain the dignity and efficiency of this specialty and its
relation to public welfare

� To promote friendly intercourse among those engaged in the
practice of allergy

To attain these goals, a set of specific objectives was also
delineated in subsequent years that included:

� The establishment of a Foundation through funds donated
by wealthy persons or grateful victims of the disease who
are desirous of furthering our knowledge and scope of
allergy

� The promotion of international educational relationships with
other countries through the establishment of chapters

� The creation of a mechanism for certification of allergists by the
College

In subsequent years these 3 objectives defined by our founding
fathers were successfully pursued and accomplished by future
leaders of the College, leading to the following:

� Establishment of the Foundation of the American College of
Allergy, Asthma & Immunology in 1990 as a not-for-profit,
charitable 501(c)3 organization to initiate, promote and fund
clinical research and educational programs related to allergy,
asthma & immunology

� Continued support of speakers through our Visiting Ambassador
Program

� Establishment of the new Conjoint Board of the ABIM and the
American Board of Pediatrics in 1971

Thus, the purpose, motivation, and genesis for the formation of
the College derived from a group of dedicated visionaries who
believed that there was a need for a liberal, democratic organi-
zation ecumenical in its composition and receptive to its charge to
build and develop an organization that could meet the needs of
the practicing allergist and ultimately the patients whom we
Table 1
Presidents, Years of Term, Meeting Sites, and Programmatic Themes of Annual Meetings

President Year of presidency Meeting s

Joseph A. Bellanti, MD 1991-1992 Chicago, I
John C. Selner, MDy 1992-1993 Atlanta, G
Robert T. Scanlon, MDy 1993-1994 San Franc
Diane E. Schuller, MD 1994-1995 Dallas, TX
Ira Finegold, MD 1995-1996 Boston, M
Betty B. Wray, MD 1996-1997 San Diego
Jean A. Chapman, MDy 1997-1998 Philadelp
Robert M. Miles, MD 1998-1999 Chicago, I
Don Q. Mitchell, MD 1999-2000 Seattle, W
Emil J. Bardana, MD 2000-2001 Orlando,
Bob Q. Lanier, MD 2001-2002 San Anto
William E. Berger, MD 2002-2003 New Orle

Michael S. Blaiss, MD 2003-2004 Boston, M
Myron J. Zitt, MD 2004-2005 Anaheim,
William K. Dolen, MD 2005-2006 Philadelp
Daniel Ein, MD 2006-2007 Dallas, TX
Jay M. Portnoy, MD 2007-2008 Seattle, W
Richard G. Gower, MD 2008-2009 Miami Be
Sami L. Bahna, MD, DrPH 2009-2010 Phoenix,

Dana V. Wallace, MD 2010-2011 Boston, M
Stanley M. Fineman, MD 2011-2012 Anaheim,

yDeceased.
serveda charge that has been maintained with fidelity to the
present day!

A more detailed description of the first 50-year history of the
College (1942-1992) can be found in my article published in the
Annals in 1993.1 The 49th Annual Meeting of the College, which
was held in New York City in 1991, under the presidency of Edward
J. O’Connell, MD, had as its programmatic theme Quo Vadis?
(Where Are We Going?). This was an appropriate theme because
the leadership was confronted with the issue of merger with the
American Academy of Allergy, Asthma and Immunology (AAAAI).
With the unanimous support of the membership, the College
opted against a merger, thus ensuring the vitality of the organi-
zation to perform its mission as a single entity and to fulfill the
mandate of its founding fathers. At the annual meeting the first
fund-raising event, which I organized, was held. The event raised
funds for the support of the newly established inner-city asthma
initiative and the college scholars program. These fund-raising
events have continued to the present and have supported the
ACAAI Foundation programs.
The History of the College (1992-2012)dthe Next 20 Years

Table 1 lists the presidents, years of term, meeting sites, and
programmatic themes of the annual meetings of the
College for the past 20 years.
of the College (1992-2012)
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include other aspects of clinical immu-
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Figure 2. John C. Selner,
MD

Figure 3. Robert T. Scanlon,
MD

Figure 4. Diane E. Schuller,
MD

Figure 5. Ira Finegold, MD

Figure 6. Betty B. Wray,
MD

Figure7. JeanA.Chapman,
MD

Figure 8. Robert M. Miles,
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The presidency of John C. Selner, MD
(1992-1993) (Fig 2), witnessed the
continued growth of the College. He
advocated the ongoing support of the
inner-city asthma initiative and college
scholars programs and positioned the
College financially for better support of
its research and education programs.
During his presidency, the College
launched its first television satellite
program.

Robert T. Scanlon, MD (1993-1994)
(Fig 3), recognized the importance of
marketing and educating the public on
the importance of an allergist as the best
trained specialist for the management
and treatment of allergic diseases. He
initiated early seminal marketing
programs and launched the first
marketing film, A Second Wind, high-
lighting the important role of the aller-
gist in management of asthma.

Diane E. Schuller, MD (1994-1995)
(Fig 4), was the first female president of
the College. During her presidency, the
‘A’ for asthma was added to ACAI to
emphasize the role of the allergist in
treatment of asthma. She and the Board
of Regents worked diligently with
the American Medical Association and
other specialty organizations to
demonstrate the cost-effectiveness of
allergy-immunology care by the aller-
MD
gist. She also focused on education of the primary care physician
and continued the development of practice parameters.
Figure 9. Don Q. Mitchell,
MD
Ira Finegold, MD (1995-1996) (Fig 5),
addressed 2 significant challenges to the
field of allergy. The first was the
decreased teaching and appreciation
of immunotherapy as a bona fide thera-
peutic option, and the second add-
ressed the transition frommetered-dose
inhalers that contain chlorofluorocar-
bons to nonozone, chlorofluorocarbons-
free types that do not deplete ozone
levels. An immunotherapy campaign
was initiated to reestablish the impor-
tance of this treatment, and through
many collaborative efforts the non chlorofluorocarbon transition
was accomplished.
Figure 10. Emil J. Bardana,
MD
During the presidency of Betty B.Wray,
MD (1996-1997) (Fig 6), the College
continued to promote travel grants for FITs
to attend meetings and to create awards
for best abstracts and grants to young
faculty for research. The ACAAI produced
the publication Expert Care and Immuno-
therapy for Asthma: A Review of Published
Studies With Emphasis on Patient Outcome
and Cost in November 1996 and made it
widely available to the membership for
use with insurance and managed care
companies. There was participation with the AAAI in board review
courses for certification and recertification, andmost importantly, the
College planted the seed that led to grants to training programs
to help maintain and even start new fellowship programs.
Jean A. Chapman, MD (1997-1998) (Fig
7), and the Board of Regents developed the
comprehensive Strategic Plan for 1998-
2001 that included the following:

� Established the allergist as principal
caregiver for allergic diseases andasthma

� Ensured the highest levels of care
� Facilitated communication (eg, website)
� Supported education at various
levels (undergraduate, graduate, and
postgraduate)

� Recognized the need for reimbursement

� Expanded College membership
� Maintained relationships with other organizations

Through his efforts, the College continued as a viable entity
dedicated to the practicing allergist.
During the presidency of Robert M.
Miles,MD (1998-1999) (Fig 8), the College
initiated a model project to screen school
children for asthma using a validated
questionnaire. Using the validated ques-
tionnaire developed from this prototype,
pilot projects were introduced in several
Chicago schools. During this period, the
college continued promotion of
membership recruitment and support
of fellows-in-training.

The fiscal stability of the College was
ensured during the presidency of Don Q.
Mitchell, MD (1999-2000) (Fig 9). This
presidential year witnessed the establish-
ment of the ACAAI Investment Oversight
Committee for College Investments and
for fiscal policy and actions and the
strengthening of travel grants for FITs and
invitations to medical/pediatric residents
to attend the ACAAI meetings. It also
initiated the establishment of the 2000-
2001 named lectureships and created the
Joint Task Force on Practice Parameters.
The first biannual immunotherapy conference was held in New York
City, Medem launched the “Your Practice Online” website, and the
Scholars Return and Young Faculty Support grant program was
strengthened.
During the presidency of Emil J. Bar-
dana,MD(2000-2001) (Fig10), theCollege
focused on a variety of global initiatives
with the goal of using its excellent
continuing medical education (CME)
resources, including ACAAI lecturers, to
expand its international educational
efforts, thus fulfilling the international of
the founding fathers. He also developed
AllergyWatch and expanded its electronic
access to themembership. Thefiscal status
of the College was strengthened by
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initiation of programs that enriched the Foundation that provided
continued funding support forallergy/immunology trainingprograms
and the scholars program.
Figure12. WilliamE.Berger,
MD

Figure13. Michael S.Blaiss,
MD

Figure 14. Myron J. Zitt,
MD

Figure 11. Bob Q. Lanier,
MD
The60thyearanniversaryof theCollege
in 2002 was celebrated during the presi-
dency of Bob Q. Lanier, MD (2001-2002)
(Fig 11), who was responsible for the
creation of several innovative electronic
communication techniques, including the
ACAAI e-news feature. He promoted
several international educational pro-
grams and championed World Allergy
Association programs. Dr Lanier was the
creator of the “Gold Headed Cane” award,
which recognizes an allergist who
Figure15. WilliamK.Dolen,
MD
symbolizes the pursuit of the highest standards of scientific excel-
lence and integrity and who is a role model for younger physicians.
Figure 16. Daniel Ein, MD
During the presidency of William E.
Berger,MD (2002-2003) (Fig 12), the ACAAI
responded to over-the-counter switches of
prescribed medications by education of
professional and lay groups through media
programs. Also accomplished during this
year was the publication of the Immuno-
therapy Practice Parameters and the
second edition of Asthma Management and
the Role of the Allergist, which clearly
documented that patients under the care of
an allergist had fewer hospitalizations,
fewer sick care office visits, decreased
absenteeism from work or school, and an improved quality of life.
The ACAAI Board of Regents held their first joint board meeting with
the AAAAI Board of Directors in Chicago, Illinois.
Figure 17. JayM. Portnoy, MD
During the presidency of Michael S.
Blaiss, MD (2003-2004) (Fig 13),
continued growth of the College occurred.
The highlights of this year included host-
ing the interim board meetings in Wash-
ington, DC, to allow for legislative
advocacy meetings with the US Congress
for continued support of programs that
benefited patients with allergies and
asthma. Another major initiative during
this year conceived by Dr Blaiss was the
ACORN Project, which funded up to 5
allergy fellows per year to cover stipends
for training. This successful endeavor led to the training of many
board-certified allergists practicing throughout the United States
without which many allergy training programs would have lost
training positions or possibly their entire programs.
Figure 18. Richard G. Gower,
MD
The63rdAnnualMeetingof theCollege,
which was held in Anaheim, California, in
2005, under the presidency ofMyron J. Zitt,
MD (2004-2005) (Fig 14), had as its
programmatic theme Vade Mecum!d
a reference to the College motto, “Follow
the Leader Into the Future!” This was an
appropriate theme during this time and
emphasized the role of the allergist as the
best trained specialist for themanagement
and treatment of patients with allergic
diseases,whichgave rise toDrZitt’smantra
of “Nobodydoes it better.”Recognizing the importanceofpreserving
and developing the specialty of allergy not only at home but
throughout the world, he championed promoting international
educational activities and building diplomatic relationships
throughout the world and working with lay allergy organizations.
During the presidency of William K.
Dolen, MD (2005-2006) (Fig 15),
promotionof graduatemedical education
became a priority focus, and a major
legislative effort was directed to making
the Congress aware of the impending
crisis in funding. The ACORN Project
continued awarding 5 new first-year
2006-2008 fellowship stipends,
bringing the total to $750,000. The
College continued its support of inter-
national, regional, state, and local allergy
society meetings, conducted a successful long-range planning
process, and had a successful joint meeting with the AAAAI .
During the presidency of Daniel Ein,
MD (2006-2007) (Fig 16), the College
initiated themarketing program based on
recommendations of a task force
committee chaired by Dr Richard Gower
that raised the visibility of ACAAI as
a major leadership organization, and “Hot
Topics in Allergy” was initiated on XM
Radio. TheCollege continued its legislative
advocacy initiative for increased funding
for allergy-immunology training
programs and its CME program was
recertified with commendation.

Under the leadership of JayM. Portnoy,
MD (2007-2008) (Fig 17), the Board of
Regents voted to continue the ACORN
Project, funding 5 additional fellowship
stipends for $50,000 per year for 2009-
2011. An innovative Conferences On-Line
Allergy program developed by Dr Port-
noy was initiated and has become a first
for theCollege in teleconferenceeducation
programs. Thepublic awarenesscampaign
“Find an Allergist, Find Relief” was
unveiled during the meeting and has
continued since 2009. The College
continued its support for the World Allergy Organization and its
Emerging Societies Program.
During the presidency of Richard G.
Gower, MD (2008-2009) (Fig 18), a new
position of executive medical director of
the ACAAI was created. Dr Bob Q. Lanier
was selected for this important role and
assumed his duties on September 1,
2009. The Board of Regents updated the
ACAAI strategic plan and adopted 4
main goals and numerous objectives for
each area of focus. The “Find an Aller-
gist, Find Relief” campaign was fully
launched, with more than 1,100
members joining the “relief team” to
help educate the public about allergic diseases and the important
role played by specialty trained allergists.



Figure21. StanleyM.Fineman,
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Figure 19. Sami L. Bahna,
MD, DrPH

Figure 20. Dana V. Wallace,
MD
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The presidential year of Sami L.
Bahna, MD, DrPH (2009-2010) (Fig 19),
witnessed the continuation of the
ACAAI as a prominent national and
international organization dedicated to
education, collaboration, and advocacy.
The College increased its membership
by 5,708, representing 89 countries,
increased its collaboration with the
AAAAI in addressing practice issues and
preparation of joint statements, and
continued its support of the EAAACI .
During this presidential year, the ACAAI
partnered with National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases
in developing the Guidelines on Food Allergy Diagnosis and
Management publication.
Operational excellenceandabalanced
budgetwere thedefiningmeasures of the
presidential term of Dana V.Wallace, MD
(2010-2011) (Fig 20). Under her leader-
ship, the College focused on 3 priorities:
the annualmeeting, theAnnals, and CME.
During this presidential year, the leader-
ship developed and implemented evalu-
ation instruments and a policy and
procedure book for the Board of Regents,
the executive medical director, and the
executive director, which provided
a blueprint and guideline for all ACAAI
operations, including organizational structure, informational
services, professional standards, strategic planning, and finances.
Anothermajor achievement of this presidential yearwas the creation
of a new and ever-improving ACAAI.org website, representing a key
member’s go-to place for all allergy-related information and
communication.
During the presidential year of
Stanley M. Fineman, MD (2011-2012)
(Fig 21), the College celebrated its 70-
year anniversary. The College continued
its promotion of the needs of the
practicing allergist, maintaining excel-
lence in CME, the changing market-
place, and ultimately the patients
whom we serve. The College has also
helped provide our members with the
tools to manage the changes in health
care delivery, both understanding the
new developments in allergy and adapting to changes in practice
regulatory requirements and in the marketplace. A new section on
the ACAAI website was introduced during this presidential year,
which provides a resource for the new federal health regulations .
Since its founding, the College has increased to nearly 6,000
members. Through the dedication of its leaders and members, it
continues to excel in innovation and excellence.

Other Highlights of the College in the Last 20 Years

During the 1992-2012 period, the Annals of Allergy, Asthma, &
Immunology has continued to be the premier vehicle of
communication of clinical and research contributions under the
leadership of Dr Sly, Dr O’Connell, and, at present, Dr Gailen
Marshall.

Since its inception in 1954, the Alliance of the ACAAI continues
to support and augment the activities of the College and its mission
of education and research by encouraging the growth of the
specialty of allergy and clinical immunology. The Alliance continues
to provide Clemens von Pirquet Awards and travel grants to FITs for
their outstanding abstracts in the field of allergy, asthma, and
immunology and offers ACAAI KIDS programs, hospitality, and its
well-attended international reception at the ACAAI annual
meetings.

The College also continues its support and affiliation with
several lay organizations, including the Allergy and Asthma Foun-
dation and the Allergy & Asthma Network Mothers of Asthmatics
and the Food Allergy & Anaphylaxis Network.

The administration, under the direction of Mr Rick Slawny and
staff, has continued to provided excellence in the management of
College programs.

Conclusion

The legacy of accomplishments of the ACAAI from its past,
present, and future directions can be best highlighted by the
following themes of 3 previous ACAAI meetings:

Quo Vadis? (Where Are We Going?)
Carpe Diem! (Seize the Day!)
Vade Mecum! (Follow the Leader Into the Future!)
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Introduction

In 2022, the American College of Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
(ACAAI) celebrated the 80th anniversary of its founding in 1942. The
history of the first 50 years of the College was written by Dr Bellanti
in his presidential address (1991-1992) and published in the Annals,1

documenting events that occurred during the first 5 decades of our
organization from 1942 to 1992. The next 20-year follow-up of Col-
lege events and achievements was published in the Annals,2 docu-
menting events and achievements that occurred during the period
from 1992 to 2012. This publication continues our ACAAI history in
the making and together with the previous 2 publications, collec-
tively reflects 8 decades of College events and achievements as we
celebrate the 80th anniversary of its founding in 2022.
The First 50-year History of the College (1942-1992)

The American College of Allergists was officially incorporated as a
legal entity on November 23, 1942, in Minneapolis, Minnesota. The
events that led to its establishment have a poetic and poignant
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Downloaded for Joseph Bellanti (bellantj@georgetown.edu) at G
October 03, 2022. For personal use only. No other uses without pe
history and are described in detail in a previous publication of the
history of the College.1

The Ending of the First 50-year History of the College (1942-1992)

The first 50-year history of the College (1942-1992) ended with
the 49th annual meeting of the College, which was held in New York
City in 1991, under the presidency of Edward J. O’Connell, MD (1990-
1991). The programmatic theme of the meeting, Quo Vadis? (Where
Are We Going?), was ironically appropriate because the College had
reached a defining moment in its history. The leadership was con-
fronted with a watershed crisis of deciding a possible merger with
the American Academy of Allergy, Asthma & Immunology as a single
professional organization. With the unanimous support of the mem-
bership, however, the College opted against a merger, thus ensuring
the vitality of the organization to perform its mission as a single
entity and to fulfill the mandate of its founders. A more detailed
description of the first 50-year history of the College (1942-1992) can
be found in study by Bellanti.1
The History of the College (1992-2012): The Next 20 Years

Dr Bellanti completed his Presidency in the 50th year of the Col-
lege during the annual scientific meeting in Chicago in 1992, whose
programmatic meeting theme was Carpe Diem! (Seize the Day!). The
eorgetown University from ClinicalKey.com by Elsevier on 
rmission. Copyright ©2022. Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.
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chapter for the next 50 years was launched during the Presidency of
the late Dr John “Jack” Selner (1992-1993). The continued growth of
the College occurred under the guiding leadership of the next 20 Col-
lege presidents, who are shown in Table 1, together with the years of
their presidency, meeting sites, and programmatic themes of their
meeting programs. During this period, there were continued mem-
bership recruitment and growth, with an emphasis on younger mem-
bers and support of fellows-in-training (FITs) and younger allergists
entering practice. In addition, this period saw the development of a
strong research and educational fund under the aegis of the Founda-
tion, which was newly established and which continued the support
of many innovative College programs. A more detailed description of
this subsequent 20-year history of the College (1992-2012) can be
found in study by Bellanti.2
Specific Goals Set Forth by our Founders

Thus, the purpose, motivation, and genesis for the formation of
the College derived from a group of dedicated visionaries who
believed that there was a need for a liberal, democratic organization
that was ecumenical in its composition and receptive to its charge to
build and develop an organization that could meet the needs of the
practicing allergist and ultimately the patients whom we served, a
charge that has been maintained with fidelity to the present day!

To attain these goals, a set of key specific objectives was also
delineated in subsequent years that included:

� The establishment of a Foundation of the College through funds
donated by benevolent patrons or grateful victims of the disease
who are desirous of furthering our knowledge and scope of
allergy;

� The promotion of international educational relationships with
other countries through the establishment of chapters;

� The creation of a mechanism for certification of allergists by the
College.
The Attainment of Goals of the Founders of the College . . . a
Dream Fulfilled!

Over the years, all the goals of the founders of the College have
been fulfilled. Of these, 3 accomplishments stand out and warrant
special recognition:
Table 1
Presidents, Years of Term, Meeting Sites, and Programmatic Themes of Annual Meetings of th

President Year of presidency Meeting site

Joseph A. Bellanti, MD 1991-1992 Chicago, Illinois
John C. Selner, MDa 1992-1993 Atlanta, Georgia
Robert T. Scanlon, MDa 1993-1994 San Francisco, California
Diane E. Schuller, MDa 1994-1995 Dallas, Texas
Ira Finegold, MD 1995-1996 Boston, Massachusetts
Betty B. Wray, MD 1996-1997 San Diego, California
Jean A. Chapman, MDa 1997-1998 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Robert M. Miles, MD 1998-1999 Chicago, Illinois
Don Q. Mitchell, MDa 1999-2000 Seattle, Washington
Emil J. Bardana, MD 2000-2001 Orlando, Florida
Bob Q. Lanier, MD 2001-2002 San Antonio, Texas
William E. Berger, MD 2002-2003 New Orleans, Louisiana
Michael S. Blaiss, MD 2003-2004 Boston, Massachusetts
Myron J. Zitt, MD 2004-2005 Anaheim, California
William K. Dolen, MD 2005-2006 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Daniel Ein, MD 2006-2007 Dallas, Texas
Jay M. Portnoy, MD 2007-2008 Seattle, Washington
Richard G. Gower, MD 2008-2009 Miami Beach, Florida
Sami L. Bahna, MD, DrPH 2009-2010 Phoenix, Arizona
Dana V. Wallace, MD 2010-2011 Boston, Massachusetts
Stanley M. Fineman, MD 2011-2012 Anaheim, California
adeceased.
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� The creation of a mechanism for certification of allergists by the
College.

In 1972, the American Board of Allergy and Immunology (ABAI), a
Conjoint Board of the American Board of Internal Medicine and the
American Board of Pediatrics, was formed, and the first certifying
examination was given in March of 1974. After a contentious 30-year
struggle, the College leadership prevailed in having its membership
eligible for certification by this newly formed Board and continues to
play a vital role with the ABAI in establishing qualifications and in
examining physicians to become recognized specialists in allergy and
immunology.

� The establishment of a Foundation of the College.

The establishment of a foundation of the College was finally
accomplished in 1999, when Dr Don Q. Mitchell was president. The
first members of the foundation’s board of directors included Dale B.
Sparks, MD (foundation president), Jean Chapman, MD, Robert Miles,
MD, Linda Ford, MD, Rufus E. Lee, MD, and Don Q. Mitchell, MD, and
this board has become 1 of the key elements for support of the
research and educational programs of the College. Recently, the name
of the foundation has been changed to The Allergists Foundation of
the ACAAI and is currently focusing its programming on empowering
community practicing allergists on the front lines of patient care by
funding innovative projects with grant support that address barriers
to asthma and allergy care, particularly in underserved populations.

� The role of the College in promotion of international educational
relationships with other countries through the establishment of
chapters.

This accomplishment fulfilled the dream of Fred Wittich, who was
one of the pioneers in identifying the importance of international edu-
cational collaboration. In 1951, the leaders in allergy from all over the
world came together to form the International Association of Allergol-
ogy and Clinical Immunology, and Dr. Wittich was installed as the first
president of the organization at its first meeting in Zurich, Switzer-
land.4 For the next 60 years, the allergy world converged at meetings
of the International Association of Allergology and Clinical Immunol-
ogy, which in later years became theWorld Allergy Organization.

� The gradual changes to the College’s name.
e College (1992-2012) [Reproduced with permission from Bellanti2]

Programmatic theme of Annual Meeting

Carpe Diem!
Health Care Reform!
Prescription for Change!
Expanding Horizons!
Meet the Challenge!
Pathways to the Future!
Gateway to the 21st Century!
Follow the Leader Into the NewMillennium!
Distilling the Past & Envisioning the Future!
Scientific News You Can Use!
First the Patient!
Defining the Allergist/Immunologist: The Multidisciplinary Approach to Care!
Lighting Our Path to the Future!
Vade Mecum!
We Have Only Just Begun!
Across the Quality Chasm!
Embracing the Challenges of Change!
Expanding the Spectrum!
eACAAI: Excellence in Clinical Education, Communication and Patient Care!
Proud of Our Past -Preparing for Our Future!
Over the Horizon: Expanding Expertise!

eorgetown University from ClinicalKey.com by Elsevier on 
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Table 2
Presidents, Years of Term, Meeting Sites, and Programmatic Themes of Annual Meetings of the College (2012-2022).

President Year of presidency Meeting site Programmatic theme of Annual Meeting

Richard W. Weber, MD 2012-2013 Baltimore, MD New Frontiers in Allergy and Immunology: From Bench to Clinic
Michael B. Foggs, MD 2013-2014 Atlanta, GA Faces and Facets of Allergy & Immunology
James L. Sublett, MD 2014-2015 San Antonio, TX Practice Excellence – Education, Patient Care, Leadership
Bryan L. Martin, DO 2015-2016 San Francisco, CA New Times, New Treatments, New Standards
Stephen A. Tilles, MD 2016-2017 Boston, MA Precision Medicine in Allergy Practice
Bradley E. Chipps, MD 2017-2018 Seattle, WA Practice Empowerment – Patients, Community, Partners
Todd Mahr, MD 2018-2019 Houston, TX Advocating for Patients, Practices and Research
J. Allen Meadows, MD 2019-2020 Virtual meeting, was slated for Phoenix, AZ The Changing Practice Landscape – Rising to the Challenge
Luz Fonacier, MD 2020-2021 New Orleans, LA Promoting Innovation & Diversity
Mark Corbett, MD 2021-2022 Louisville, KY Advancing Allergy & Immunology Care
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In 1942, the founders named the organization the American Col-
lege of Allergists, which was then changed to the American College of
Allergy and Immunology in 1987 and subsequently to the American
College of Allergy, Asthma and Immunology (ACAAI) in 1993, as it
now exists.
Richard W. Weber, MD 
2012-2013

Prior to his presidency, Richard W

College members as the author o

issue of the Annals, an artisticall

superb description of the allergen

proposed expanding the role of th

array of allergic diseases with ex

early in his career that a diagnosi

psychological, social, and econom

teachers, schools, and workplace

Affordable Care Act during his p

of the allergy specialist in deliver

disease. Through his efforts and those of others, this policy 

highlighted the detriment of the use of compounded medica

his efforts, the College dedicated a major effort in initiating

compounding products while protecting the allergist to prov

immunotherapy. 

Michael B. Foggs, MD 
2013-2014

During the presidency of Micha

president who served the Colleg

on expanding the horizons of al

IgE-mediated atopic diseases to

which the allergist-immunologi

uniquely trained to manage incl

diseases, and the infectious dise

meeting of his presidency wher

were conducted by specialists in

gastroenterology and dermatolo

immunology to diseases within their specialties. Several cha

including the abrupt dissolution of the JCAAI, the revampin

under the 2020 Vision paradigm and addressing the multipl

encroachment on the specialty of allergy and immunology. 

the College leadership and staff, these challenges, often inv

and outside of the College, were successfully resolved. Dr. 

College president was one of the highlights of my professio

As he has so often stated, “THE COLLEGE IS A SPECIAL

Figure 1. Contributions of each of the presidents who served the College during the period (
of leadership.
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The History of the College (2012-2022): The Last 10 Years

Table 2 shows a list of presidents who served the College over the
previous 10 years, together with the years of term, meeting sites, and
programmatic annual meeting themes. Figure 1 provides a
eber, MD, (2012-2013) was well known to 

f the “Allergen of the Month” column in each 

y illustrated monthly piece with an equally 

ic product. During his tenure as president, he 

e allergist in providing optimal care for a wider 

pansion to immunologic disorders. Recognizing 

s of allergic disease brings with it a 

ic burden on patients, their households, 

s, he contended with the introduction of the 

residency, which threatened to diminish the role 

ing optimal care to individuals with allergic 

was rescinded. During his tenure he 

tions to unnecessary deaths. Stimulated by 

 better FDA regulation and control of 

ide safe and effective allergy extracts for 

el B. Foggs, MD, the first African-American 

e with distinction from 2013-2014, he focused 

lergy-immunology beyond the confines of the 

 address those immunological disorders in 

sts both in private practice and in academia are 

uding the immunodeficiencies, the autoimmune 

ases. This was highlighted during the annual 

e presentations that were highly successful 

 endocrinology, rheumatology, 

gy who addressed the applications of 

llenges faced the College during his tenure 

g of the College organizational infrastructure 

e lawsuits against the College regarding the 

Through the diligent efforts and diplomacy of 

olving altercations with groups both within 

Foggs so personally states, ‘Serving as 

nal career and a privilege to have done so’. 

 PLACE!” 

2012-2022), including a summary of the events and accomplishments during their term
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James L. Sublett, MD 
2014-2015 

As College president, 

James L. Sublett, MD, 

(2014-2015) oversaw 

the launch of Vision 

20/20, the five-year 

transformational 

strategic plan 

designed to mold the 

ACAAI into a member-

driven organization 

benefiting the 

practicing allergist and the patients whom we 

serve. His term ushered in successes specifically 

targeting three of the guiding principles of Vision 

20/20: effective leadership and membership, 

advocacy and education. The College bylaws were 

revised and ratified by electronic voting – a first, 

and a new Governance Manual was written which 

better defined a new structure of Councils made up 

of committees that fit in each Council’s mission. 

Establishing term limits for members, vice-chairs, 

and chairs serving on these committees opened 

the door to increased diversity and inclusion of 

membership participation and expanded growth 

opportunities for new leaders.  For over thirty-five 

years, the Joint Council of Allergy, Asthma, and 

Immunology (JCAAI) had served the advocacy 

needs of the practicing allergists. When the AAAAI 

ended their shared support, the JCAAI was 

brought into the College and rebranded as the 

Advocacy Council of the ACAAI; still providing the 

same essential work with the same experienced 

leadership team. Another first for the College was 

the launching of the Learning Connection initiative, 

that offered a wide range of educational 

opportunities, featuring courses for CME, Board 

Review, MOC, practice management, including 

virtual sessions for the 2015 annual meeting.

Bryan L. Martin, DO 
2015-2016 

During the presidential 

year of Bryan L. Martin, 

DO, (2015-2016) a major 

challenge was mandated 

to restructure the College 

to better meet the needs 

of the practicing allergist 

which had been laid out in 

the document “Vision 

2020” in 2014-2015.  This 

effort would require 

review and revamping of all areas of College activity 

to ensure that the programs remained relevant to 

the needs of the practicing allergist.  By 2015, it was 

clear that the world of the allergist was changing 

and that one of the key considerations for an 

effective response was to modify the College into a 

more representative, transparent organization open 

to new talent.  The College leadership decided that 

the time had come where we needed to take a more 

data-driven overarching and strategic approach to 

delivering real value to the membership and to 

make membership relevant. Several changes were 

introduced including a new College logo, and a 

complete revamp of patient and membership 

websites.  More importantly, many of the 

recommendations of Vision 2020 focusing on 

College structure and leadership were implemented 

with an emphasis on increasing new opportunities 

for increased participation of members in College 

activities.  A new Governance Manual was written to 

administer the operations of Councils and 

Committees, and a new Appointments Committee 

was created, that allowed for all ACAAI members to 

apply for committee positions and for appointing 

Committee Chairs. At the end of the 2016 annual 

meeting, the College was well on its way to creating 

a more proactive, equitable institutional structure to 

meet the emerging challenges facing the College in 

the all-important years ahead. Dr. Martin is currently 

serving as president of the WAO. 

Figure 1 Continued.
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description of the contributions of each president who served
the College during the period (2012-2022), including a brief
summary of the events and accomplishments during their term
of leadership.
Accomplishments of the College Over the Last 10 years (2012-
2022)

There have been notable achievements of the College in its
historical trajectory, many occurring during the last decade,
associated with the expanding scope of the field of allergy and
reflected by the College's gradual name changes. These have
included the College's seminal role in the creation of the Joint
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Council of Asthma, Allergy, and Immunology, and its continuing
role in specialty advocacy with the creation of the Advocacy
Council, one of the premier ways we best serve our member-
ship. During our history, the House of Delegates was created
and later aligned—through changes in bylaws—with the Advo-
cacy Council, and most recently, a grass-roots campaign was
created to align national advocacy issues with those at the state
and regional levels. The involvement of past and current College
leaders serving on the ABAI Board of Directors has contributed
to the collaborative reshaping of the ABAI, and the ABAI Mainte-
nance of Certification (MOC) process has additionally occurred
in the past 10 years. The challenges and resolution of the USP
797 compounding issue best illustrate how the College led the
eorgetown University from ClinicalKey.com by Elsevier on 
rmission. Copyright ©2022. Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.



Stephen A. Tilles, MD
2016-2017

The presidential year of

Stephen Tilles, MD,

(2016-2017) started with

a clear mission: to

continue advancing the

VISION 2020 strategic

plan and to tackle the

proposed changes to

USP 797. Under the

proposed standards, to

continue in-office

compounding for individual prescription sets for

patients, allergy practices would require

compounding activities to be conducted in

either a (1) ISO Class 5 Primary Engineering

Control chamber (PEC), or (2) in a dedicated

Allergenic Extracts Compounding Area

(AECA).  Responding to this challenge, Dr

Tilles took the initiative and formed a task force

that successfully worked out a plan to resolve

this potential problem. However, the most

difficult challenge during the tenure of Dr Tilles

arose from an unanticipated interruption of the

transition of leadership of the Annals.  Dr. Tilles

recognized this as a “make or break” moment

for the College’s hopes of taking the Annals to

new heights.  After countless hours of

strategizing and lobbying, Dr. Tilles and

colleagues managed to retain Dr. Gailen

Marshall for yet another term as Editor-in-Chief,

hire Donald Leung as Executive Editor, fund

additional Associate Editor and Deputy Editor

positions, and bolster the Publications

Committee’s role in overseeing the journal.  As

a result of these strategic accomplishments,

the impact factor of the Annals has skyrocketed

and publishes cutting-edge original

manuscripts.

Bradley E. Chipps, MD
2017-2018

During the leadership of

Bradley E. Chipps, MD,

(2017-2018) the

compounding of allergy

extracts, USP 797,

continued to surface as a

major issue for the College

which required a rapid well-

thought-out response to

provide protection for the

allergists' current practices.

Responding to this challenge, Dr Chipps

continued contesting the restrictive potential of

this proposal. Another practice gap arose,

involving the need for practical guidelines to assist

the allergist with day-to-day clinical management

decisions not currently provided by current

guidelines. Recognizing the lag between the

speed of science and need for clinical guidelines,

he was instrumental in putting into operation the

"Yardstick” concept.  It emerged to provide

practical, concise, evidence-based documents to

assist with every day clinical decision-making. The

final product of this vision – The Asthma Yardstick

– was published in the Annals in February (Ann

Allergy Asthma Immunol. 2017 Feb;118(2):133-

142.e3). Led by Bradley Chipps, MD, FACAAI, the

authors of this document specifically addressed

important areas that were not included in other

guidelines. Other Practice Yardsticks were

developed with atopic dermatitis and three with

asthma which were published in the Annals. In

addition, two innovative programs of shared

decision making and oral corticosteroid

stewardship were developed and introduced

during the stewardship of Dr Chipps.  

Figure 1 Continued.
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way during difficult times and could be held up as a specific
example of leadership.

With general shifts in demographics over the past 10 years,
there has been a major effort by the College to engage fellows
and new members with programs that include FIT representa-
tion on the College Board of Regents as voting members, forma-
tion of a vibrant New Allergist Committee, and changes to
bylaws creating a new committee structure and selection pro-
cesses that allow for increased inclusiveness and participation
in College programs. Moreover, there have been positive devel-
opment opportunities for future College leaders (ie, the Leader-
ship Summit), which also represent a positive change in the
past 10 years. A new Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) Task
Force is currently assessing ways to bring diverse voices into
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College membership and leadership, and also increasing health
diversity, equity, and inclusiveness for our patients. These
changes dovetail with the Allergists' Foundation Community
Grants Program.
Other Highlights of the College in the Last 10 Years

A major educational objective of the founding of the American
College of Allergy in 1942 was the establishment and circulation
of a journal, which was originally named the Annals of Allergy.
The Annals of Allergy, Asthma & Immunology has continued to be
the premier vehicle of communication of clinical and research
and educational contributions for the College under the capable
eorgetown University from ClinicalKey.com by Elsevier on 
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Todd A. Mahr, MD 
2018-2019 

Under the leadership of 

President Todd A. Mahr, 

MD, (2018-2019) the 

College focused on 

addressing the important 

concept of member value, 

the benefit that College 

members receive from 

belonging to our 

organization. Dr. Mahr 

recognized early and with 

great prescience that if member value was not 

addressed it would have long term effects on 

recruitment, retention, growth, participation and 

engagement of our members. A compelling 

value proposition of an annual meeting redesign 

was introduced during his president-elect year 

with a change to 90 minutes blocks coupled with 

an expansion of different formats and sessions. 

This also included a FIT track and the 

International Food Allergy Symposium. 

Highlights also included at the annual meeting 

included the promotion of an all-inclusive 

President’s Reception, an upgraded FIT Bowl, 

and a Distinguished Industry Oral Abstract 

session. Dr. Mahr was also instrumental in 

initiating strategic planning for a new format for 

the Foundation and in making the College 

Learning Connection a major member benefit. 

The AllergyTalk podcast and DocMatter.com, 

the online member community, initiated by Dr. 

Mahr, were immediately popular and valued by 

College members. 

J. Allen Meadows, MD 
2019-2020 

Under the leadership of 

President J. Allen 

Meadows, MD, (2019-

2020), the College 

continued its efforts to 

promote a voice in medical 

socio-economics for the 

practicing allergist which 

has enabled patients to 

receive the highest quality 

allergy care. The effort, 

originally conceived  more 

than four decades ago as the Joint Council of 

Allergy, Asthma, and Immunology (JCAAI), 

became the Advocacy Council in 2015 and 

continues to be the voice that provides the 

stimulus for optimal patient healthcare services. In 

addition to his work on the Advocacy Council Dr. 

Meadows has served on the Budget and Finance 

Committee, and the Allergists’ Foundation of the 

ACAAI where he continues to provide his 

expertise to the service of the College. He 

continued the defense of our ability to mix allergy 

extracts with USP, including successfully raising 

contributions through the DASH program. When 

the COVID crisis threatened our very existence, 

the College responded immediately. In 2019, 

Meadows’ administration became the first to be 

affected by the COVID epidemic. His adaptations 

led to the first virtual annual meeting, a 

remarkable achievement in emergency times that 

he modestly credits to the College leadership and 

a huge team of dedicated staff.  

Figure 1 Continued.
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leadership of several editors,1 who historically have included Dr
French Hansel (1942-1956), Dr Fred Wittich (Managing Editor)
(1942-1956), Dr Ethan Allen Brown (1956-1965), Dr M. Coleman
Harris (1965-1982), Dr Bellanti (1982-1990), R. Michael Sly
(1990-1998), Edward J. O’Connell (1998-2006), and Dr Marshall
(2006-2021). In one of his prescient editorials, Dr Wittich penned
the future of the College in the article Why a college [editorial]?
Ann Allergy. 1943;1:62e63.3 During the 2012-2022 period, the
Annals of Allergy, Asthma & Immunology has continued to be the
premier vehicle of communication of clinical and research and
educational contributions for the College under the outstanding
leadership of Dr Marshall. In January 2022, Mitchell H. Grayson,
MD became Editor-in-Chief and will continue to serve in uphold-
ing the commitment of the journal to the practicing allergists and
the patients whom we serve.5

Established as the American College of Allergy Auxiliary in
1954, and now referred to as the Alliance of the ACAAI, the orga-
nization continues to support and augment the activities of the
College and its mission of education and research by encouraging
the growth of the specialty of allergy and clinical immunology.
The Alliance continues to provide Clemens von Pirquet Awards
and travel grants to FITs for their outstanding abstracts in the
field of allergy, asthma, and immunology and offers ACAAI KIDS
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programs, hospitality, and its well-attended international recep-
tion at the ACAAI annual meetings.

The College also continues its support and affiliation with several
lay organizations, including the Allergy and Asthma Foundation, the
Allergy & Asthma Network, and the Food Allergy & Anaphylaxis Net-
work.

The administration, under the able direction of Mr. Rick Slawny
and staff, has continued to provide excellence in the management of
College programs. A special thanks is due to Rick and all the staff for
their outstanding contributions to the College.
Conclusion

The legacy of accomplishments of the ACAAI over the past 80 years
is a remarkable history of the contributions of many. The Archives
Committee wishes to congratulate the College on the occasion of its
80th anniversary.
Acknowledgments

The Committee Chair wishes to acknowledge the diligence, perse-
verance, and contributions of committee members and reviewers,
eorgetown University from ClinicalKey.com by Elsevier on 
rmission. Copyright ©2022. Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.



Luz Fonacier, MD 
2020-2021

President Luz 

Fonacier was the first 

Asian-American, the 

fourth female 

president of the 

ACAAI (2020-2021) 

and the first to serve 

concurrently as 

president of the 

ACAAI and the Chair 

of the ABAI (2021). During her tenure, she 

became the driving force in expanding and 

integrating the fields of allergy and 

dermatology. True to her programmatic theme 

of innovation, diversity and expansion, during 

her presidency, she developed a Diversity 

Task force directed at racial and economic 

disparities, addressing “Atopic Dermatitis in 

Skin of Color”, and offering grants to students 

of historically black colleges to consider 

careers in allergy-immunology. The College 

formed a COVID Task Force and online 

COVID-19 Resource Center which provided 

important and timely information regarding the

pandemic and emerging COVID-19 vaccines 

to the membership and the patients whom we 

serve.

Dr. Mark Corbett 
2021-2022 

Under the leadership of 

President Mark Corbett, 

MD, (2021-2022) the 

College has embarked 

upon a new initiative 

focusing on promoting 

the allergist-

immunologist as the 

principal caregiver for 

allergic diseases and 

asthma. A major part of the initiative was 

directed at communicating the importance of 

allergy-immunology fellowship training in 

rigorously structured ABAI-approved 

fellowship training programs. The rationale for 

the project was stimulated by the need to 

stress the value of the fellowship-trained 

allergist in providing optimal patient care. A 

major effort of the initiative was devoted to the 

creation and production of a high-quality video 

which could communicate this message to the 

primary care community and ultimately to the 

patient whom we serve.

Figure 1 Continued.
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and a special thank you to Cathy Hodson, the ACAAI staff liaison to
the Archives Committee, for her indefatigable efforts devoted to the
preparation of this report.
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